2         THE SEQUEL OF APPOMATTOX

by the attitude of the Southern people, which in
turn would be determined largely by local condi-
tions in the South. The situation in the South at
the close of the Civil War is therefore the point at
which this narrative of the reconstruction naturally
takes its beginning.

The surviving Confederate soldiers came strag-
gling back to communities which were now far
from being satisfactory dwelling places for civilized
people. Everywhere they found missing many of
the best of their former neighbors. They found
property destroyed, the labor system disorganized,
and the inhabitants in many places suffering from
want. They found the white people demoralized
and sometimes divided among themselves, and the
negroes free, bewildered, and disorderly, for or-
ganized government had lapsed with the surrender
of the Confederate armies.

Beneath a disorganized society lay a devastated
land. The destruction of property affected all
classes of the population. The accumulated capi-
tal of the South had disappeared in worthless Con-
federate stocks, bonds, and currency. The banks
had failed early in the war. Two billion dollars
invested in slaves had been wiped out. Facto-
ries which had been running before the war, ox